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D ear Friends 

Several years back, one of my daughters gave me a present of a book of 
Shakespeare quotations with space on each page for my own jottings. I 
haven’t dared to write in it, knowing that any thoughts of mine would be 
no match for the Bard.  However, for two years at least, I’ve had stuck up 
in my Vicarage study the following: 

 

‘People were created to be loved. 

Things were created to be used. 

 

The reason the world is in chaos 

is that things are being loved 

and people are being used’. 

 

This is attributed to the Dalai Lama, and I find it very profound. 

 

Last week, I came across another comment that really caught my 
attention. With reference to Jesus’ parable of the Good Samaritan, it 
reads: 

 

‘The first question which the priest and the Levite asked was : “If I 
stop to help this [beaten-up] man, what will happen to me?”   

But the Good Samaritan reversed the question: “If I do not stop to 
help this man, what will happen to him?”’ 

 

 

Dr Martin Luther King was the person who offered this insight. 

 

I am going to write both these thoughts in my notebook of quotations. 
They seem worthy of a place alongside the words of William 
Shakespeare. Both of them remind me of our highest calling as human 
beings in relation to one another – to demonstrate love and compassion 
as every day realities in our lives.   
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I believe words have power to shape our lives, and those words that we 
treasure we are more likely to act upon. 

 

Shakespeare provided us with a deep mine of musings on life and love, 
and his words are often quoted without the speaker knowing their 
source. The same is true of Jesus. Many of his words, many of his stories, 
have entered into common speech, but we sometimes do not know they 
come from him.   

 

We hear and read so many words each day. How do we sift these words, 
retaining what is good and helpful, whilst allowing others to fall to the 
ground? As a Christian community, we are now in the season of Lent, a 
season of stripping back our lives to their more essential purposes. 
Maybe we could spend a bit of time each day reflecting on what we have 
heard or read, noting what we believe to be important to carry with us 
into the next day and beyond. Maybe we could even jot them down in a 
notebook! 

 

You may, of course, choose to retain or discard these words of mine! 

 

Best wishes!  Stay healthy and hopeful! 

Philip 

The pattern of worship at St.Giles is being reviewed regularly during the 
pandemic. You are advised to look elsewhere on this (the St. Giles) 
website for details of online and in-person services.  

http://www.stgiles-church.org.uk/
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The Friends of St Giles  
The 100 club 

 
 

The January and February Draws for the 100 
club have happened 

 
 

As we still cannot use Giles Coffee Shop for the monthly Draw we are using the 
garden of one of the Trustees, drawn by them in front of two witnesses. 
 

The winning number for the January Draw is 69 
 

The winning number for the February Draw is  58 
 
There are still some numbers available. Contact Janet Reddish on 01438 820465 
or Judith Coxell on 01438 820245 for further information.  
 
The trustees of the Friends of St. Giles would like to thank all the members of 
100 club for their continued support as in the current situation fund raising is 
severely restricted. 
 
The sale of produce and the produce stall in December raised a total of 
£860.84p for the Friends. Once again thanks to all those who provided produce 
and those who bought it. 
 
The Friends of St. Giles is run by a group of seven trustees and an administrator. 
There is a vacancy for a new trustee. The job is not onerous, four or five 
meetings are held during the year to discuss fund raising proposals and the 
projects on which the money should be spent. 
 
If you are interested in becoming a trustee and would like more information on 
the work involved please contact  Judith Coxell on 01438 820245. 
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CODICOTE PARISH COUNCIL 

Dear Residents 

Over the past couple of weeks members of the Environment Committee have 

been busy working with some volunteers and the existing co-ordinator to 

relocate the books that were in the bus shelter. It was agreed that some space 

outside the Peace Memorial Hall could be used to house a weatherproof 

storage shed which has been erected and books are in situ. The garden area 

was cleared, a raised flower bed has been created and the area will be planted 

up in the Spring. The mini library will be run by volunteers in a Covid safe way. 

 

The problems I reported about last month at the John Clements Sports field off 

Bury Lane seem to have improved since the gates were locked. The area is 

being patrolled regularly by the Safer Neighbourhood Team. For the longer 

term, other measures are being investigated following advice from North Herts 

District Council and the Police. 

 

Spring is just around the corner and as more and more people are vaccinated 

against Covid the future is looking a bit brighter. 

 

Cllr Caroline Tinner 

Chairman 
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 CODICOTE LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY 

 

What was everyday life like in Codicote in the 1820s and 30s? 
Fortunately, as many of you will know already, we have a diary which 
gives us a remarkable insight into this, kept by Thomas Bigg, 
schoolteacher and publican of the Bull Inn. Frances and I are currently 
preparing a talk for our March Zoom meeting with extracts from this 
diary and background to the entries. These entries are all from the 
month of March over a period of about twenty years, although few are 
actually seasonal. 

 

Like the diary in general, they are a delightful mishmash of the local with 
the national, the important with the banal. They range from trivial village 
events, like a thunderstorm and the moving of the sign at the George Inn, 
through local administration, including the appointment of the village 
constable and the raising of the County militia, and more important local 
goings on, like the theft of some "fowls" and an alleged murder, to local 
echoes of national happenings, such as a petition against the Catholic 
Emancipation Act and a country-wide outbreak of cholera.  

 

This meeting will be on Tuesday 9th March at 8p.m., and I will invite 
members to book for it the previous week. If you are not yet a member 
and would like to attend this meeting please email me now on 
nkmaddex@btinternet.com.  

 

For more information on Codicote’s history and the society’s events, 
publications, and other activities please check our website 
www.codicotehistory.org.uk .        

Nicholas Maddex 

mailto:nkmaddex@btinternet.com
http://www.codicotehistory.org.uk/
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Friends of Danesbury and  

The Queen Victoria Memorial Hospital 

 
Spring is almost upon us and we can start to look forward to a new season with new 
hope! 
 
So many of us will by now have had the Covid-19 vaccine which hopefully will enable 
many of us to feel that we can lead a more normal life again. 
 
The gardens at both Danesbury & QVM will be springing into life as the crocuses and 
daffodils begin to flower. The gardens are well planted and well tended, something that 
your donations over the past years have enabled the Friends to maintain. They are used 
by the patients frequently, being outside in a beautiful space is so beneficial to the 
patients’ recovery and rehabilitation. The Occupational Therapists even help interested 
patients to plant seeds and tend the raised vegetable beds. The Friends pay for the 
maintenance of the gardens, any seeds or plants needed by the therapists along with 
bird food for the several bird feeders dotted around the gardens. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Our charity shop in Welwyn, was closed again just before Christmas owing to the 
restrictions imposed. We needed to think of new ways to sell goods to recoup a little of 
the income lost owing to the shop closure. Very enthusiastically we decided to trial a 
Click & Collect Service!! 
 
The trial commenced on 26th January and will initially run for 8 weeks.  Any goods 
displayed in the shop’s window can be pre-ordered either by emailing 
danesburyshop@outlook.com, through the shop’s Facebook page (Danesbury Shop 
Welwyn), or by posting your requests through our letter box. We cannot display all our 
stock in the shop window, so please do email or post a request for any items needed. 
We may just have the very thing you are looking for. So far, we have had very positive 
feedback.  

mailto:danesburyshop@outlook.com
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Another way The Friends have been trying to increase shop sales is through our 
Charity’s eBay shop by including even more exciting goods to purchase – all donated of 
course. Please do check it out. One of the easiest ways to access the eBay shop is from 
The Friends website at danesburyqvm@btconnect.com and click on eBay, or by pressing 
the ‘shop now’ button on the shop’s Facebook page or by doing a search on Google for 
eBay charity shop Danesbury.  
 
Thank you to all our supporters. 

 
Friends of Danesbury and Queen Victoria Memorial Hospital        01438 840514  

Danesbury Neurological Centre, School Lane, Welwyn, Herts, AL6 9SB   
 
Email: friends@danesburyqvm.co.uk         www.danesburyqvm.co.uk 

 

Find us on Facebook at Danesbury Shop Welwyn. 

mailto:danesburyqvm@btconnect.com
mailto:friends@danesburyqvm.co.uk
http://www.danesburyqvm.co.uk

