St Giles, Codicote – The Parish Magazine
While production of the magazine has had to be suspended,
due to coronavirus, we are publishing below a shortened
digital version of the June magazine with relevant articles.

We hope it will not be too long before we can resume normal
production of the magazine.
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ear Friends

The coronavirus “storm” hit us very suddenly back in March.
Infections were rising in London and the south-east. We found
ourselves in lockdown. Hospitals prepared for the worst as
routine referrals were cancelled; shops, cafes, pubs, restaurants,
hairdressers, and, finally, schools were closed; many workers
were furloughed, whilst others ramped up working from home.
It all felt quite overwhelming for many. We had never before
faced such a storm in peace time.
Some of you may know the story from the Gospels of how the
disciples of Jesus were caught in a literal sudden storm out on
the Sea of Galilee. While they fought the wind and the waves
with all their might, Jesus slept like a baby, resting his head on
a cushion at the back of the boat. It was only when they had got
to the end of their own resources, and believed that they were
about to drown, that the disciples woke Jesus up. First, he
rebuked the storm, bringing about complete calm, then he
rebuked his disciples for their lack of faith! (Mark chapter 4)
I can imagine myself going into a flat spin if I’d been on that
boat. I’d have been turning every which way, obsessed with the
violence of the storm, wondering how we were ever going to
survive it. And I’d have looked around at the rest of the crew to
try and work together. I can also imagine forgetting about
Jesus, or leaving him be as he would be worse than useless - a
carpenter, not a boatsman.
At last, the coronavirus “storm” is passing, but appears to have
a long tail, which could still whip up some force. Its threat
remains - it could easily get beyond our control once more. So
we are being told to remain alert, keep our social distance etc.
It’s been a testament to the neighbourliness of this village just
how much people have pulled together to weather this storm.
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We need to continue this effort - and hopefully we will want to
retain this compassionate way of life, looking out for each
other, far into the future.
The storm through which we are living has brought out much
good, and revealed to many of us where our priorities should
lie. But where has God been through all this time? Asleep, like
Jesus in the boat, unconscious of our need? There have been
times when it has felt like that, and equally times when God has
felt very close - giving reassurance, or showing us where help
may be found. That image of Jesus asleep in the middle of a
raging storm is such a picture of peace, a peace born of trust in
God.
If I could choose between panic at every new element of the
storm, and the peace which restores my soul, I know which I
would go for. Maybe it’s a case of recognising the power of the
storm, but knowing that I have someone with me who is more
than equal to it. I’m reminded of the first verse of the hymn “In
heavenly love abiding”. The second half reads:
The storm may roar without* me,
my heart may low be laid,
but God is round about me,
and can I be dismayed?
May we all be given strength for each passing day, receive help
from others in our distress, and peace from the presence of God
in our hearts and in our homes. (*=outside or beyond)

Philip

June 2020

The Parish Magazine

Bellringing -- (or not!)
Our last practice was on 16th March, the week
that lockdown was announced. By its very nature
of having people standing close to one another in a confined space it was
obviously risky. The Central Council for Church Bell Ringing announced its
official national suspension in the same week.

This has been the only suspension since WW2 when church bells were to
be rung only to signal invasion. There is no news of when we may
resume. Maybe we could ring only 4 bells with no other people in the
ringing room or perhaps there could be easier possibilities with groundfloor ringing due to space being less confined? Philip chimed a single bell
at Easter to mark the start of his walkabouts. Apart from that, we have
had only 6 practice evenings this year.
A much overlooked subject is handbell ringing. St Giles has a set of
handbells which are rarely used. We brought them to Bury Lane to
accompany the Thursday 8pm applauding for the NHS. If anyone would
be interested in leading a revival of handbell ringing in Codicote, please
let me know. They can be used both for playing tunes and for ringing in
the same style as tower bells.
Nevertheless, we are all looking forward to tower ringing returning to
normal and hope that people have not lost interest.
Stay safe!
Chris Coxell.
Tel: 820245
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The Friends of St Giles
The 100 club
The March, April and May Draws
for the 100 club have happened
As we cannot use Giles Coffee Shop for the monthly Draw we are
using the garden of one of the Trustees, drawn by them in front of
two witnesses.
The winning number for the March Draw is 07
The winning number for the April Draw is 21
The winning number for the May Draw is 90
The draw to be held in June is a double draw, numbers are still
available, there will be one prize of £50 and one of £100. Contact
Janet Reddish on 01438 820465 or Judith Coxell on 01438 820245
for further information.
The June draw will be the last one for the current 100 club year. For
those members who paid by cheque or with a standing order that was
only for one year we would be grateful if you would consider
continuing your membership by letting us have a cheque at 6 The
Ridgeway, Codicote, SG4 8YP, telephone 01438 821153 or by making
a bank transfer or setting up a standing order using the details below.
Sort Code: 30-99-31 Account No: 34434760
Thank you to those Friends who have already done this.
Finally the Friends are in need of a new trustee. The job is not
onerous, four or five meetings are held during the year to discuss
fund raising proposals and the projects on which the money should be
spent.
If you are interested in becoming a trustee and would like more
information on the work involved please contact Judith Coxell on
01438 820245.

June 2020

The Parish Magazine

NORTH HERTS NEWS
During these strange times, I just wanted to say Thank
You to everyone who has made a difference during
these unprecedented times.

Thank You to our wonderful stock filled retail outlets, to the Codicote
coordinaries, and all the offers of help supporting our vulnerable
residents.
Thank You to the Codicote food bank, set up by local people and
operational within days, offering help and support to those that need it Congratulations!
And - Thank You to you, for respecting guidelines during the VE Day
celebrations and Bank Holidays.
I have no updates in relation to the housing situation within Codicote at
this time, but if things change, I will certainly keep you informed.
District Council are still attending virtual meetings and nothing has
stopped because of the pandemic.

As always, I’m available to contact at ianinthevillage@gmail.com .
But in the meantime, stay safe, respect the guidelines and look after each
other.
Kind Regards
Ian
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Dear Villagers,
It is with great excitement that as I write this article the staff are busy in
the setting, preparing for the start of the first few children returning to
our setting. We are currently only opening to our transition children
(those who will be heading up to Nursery in September) giving them the
chance to say goodbye to us at Pre-School and help prepare them for
their next steps in their educational journey.
It has been 10 weeks and counting since we were all locked-down and
our support systems, familiar haunts and child friendly escape spots were
closed off to us. The weather could not have been more glorious but this
has not always been enough to quell the rising restlessness we have all
felt at some point to be close to our favourite people. Supermarkets have
kept us fed (along with the amazing Codicote Foodbank) and the
wonderful Codicote countryside has provided space for us all to stretch
out. Zoom has helped with connecting us for fun nights in and school’s
google classrooms has attempted to keep some educational routine in
place! It is, however, the personable, face to face moments of
connection, of real human interaction that have been harder to
substitute. Those informal playground chats, the unexpected playdate in
the park after pick-up to help while away an afternoon and the coffee
shared in a friend’s kitchen where you can blow off steam. It is these
moments that a lot of us have missed more than we realised. As teachers
(and parents), we have missed creating some of these moments for you
as you wait outside out door but mostly we have missed the joy of being
part of your child’s day.
It is a special but strange role as a teacher, sending our own children off
into the world and then turning to gathering up yours in their place. It is
sort of like being a special ‘Grandparent’ or favourite Aunt. We get to
have these short bursts of intense fun with your little ones where they
engage and relish our attention and understand our special sets of rules
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and routines. As their teacher we get to lavish them with our love, shown
through the lens of the educational inspiration and the passion we have
for learning and pass onto them. The reward is seeing the hours of
preparation we take regarding activities and watching them come to life
as your children come alive as they interact with us and cherish us for the
watchful care we take of them. When our time is up though, we have to
hand back your precious ones and we return to our own. We have
missed this rhythm to life. We have missed you.
It has been a long pause for all of us, but we are so excited to be back.
The atmosphere is charged with energy, a little apprehension but bucket
loads of excitement to finally be back doing what we love. Each person
has lived through their own Covid-19 quarantine ups and downs and is
coming out of it affected in different ways. What we hope is that whilst
the world slowly starts to return to ‘normal’, we want to assure all of you
that we are taking small but careful and well informed steps, advised by
the authorities and guided by our own parental instincts and insight, to
ensure all is done to the best and safest way possible.
So please, stay safe, take re-entry to our setting and the wider world at
your own pace and make sure you give yourselves time to adjust.
Any questions, concerns or suggestions do let us know.
Alice and the Team
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Hurrah! Our tennis courts are open once again. Certain
restrictions are in place due to Covid-19, these can be found
on our website www.codicotetennisclub.co.uk (see NEWS) as
well as on our noticeboard at the tennis courts.

Did you know about ‘Pay & play’?
Court 3 is available for non-members to
‘pay and play’. Non-members wishing to
book
please
e-mail
us
at:
codicotecourtbookings@gmail.com. The
cost is £5 per play for up to one hour.
Please mention the Parish Magazine
when booking.

Membership – special offer!
The Club is offering half-price membership from 01 July to end of December this year.
This is a great opportunity to grab a deal and try our facilities for yourself!

Court resurfacing
Despite the limitations due to Covid, we are pushing ahead with the resurfacing of all
three courts with Tiger Turf – a synthetic all weather surface much kinder on joints. The
work is planned to begin in September and should take about two weeks to complete.
We’re very excited about the improvements this will bring.
Codicote is on Social Media. Please check out our Facebook page, like and follow for the
latest news on everything tennis in Codicote! See you on court!

For more information on any of the above and membership details please e-mail:
codicotetennisclub@outlook.com

June 2020

The Parish Magazine

HISTORICAL NOTES:
Locked up for Furiously Driving a Horse and Cart!
We have been looking at entries in the 1820s and 30s Codicote diary of Thomas Bigg of
the Bull Inn relating to transport, and here are some more.
In 1833 an potentially unfortunate incident luckily turned out well “Apr 12 A man & his
wife came from Brickwall [near Ayot Green] in pursuit of one of their children who took
the wrong road in returning from an errand and came thro' Wellwyn & Codicote & was
found at Drivers end in a Small house of 2 tenements inhabited by Fisher & his son in
law Catlin”. How did the parents know where to look? Presumably the child was
walking, rather than riding a horse or driving a vehicle.
In the following year, 1834, Bigg again records a couple of road accidents which, as we
have seen, seem to have been so common in those days. On March 9 “The Waggoner of
Mr R.Clark was run over by his wagon but not killed” and on April 11 “A Man was run
over by his Team at the lower end of the village”.
Vehicles travelling across the country were no doubt on occasion used to transport
illegal goods, as well as legal ones, and perhaps suspicion of this is behind the entry on
May 23 1834 “One of the Hitchin Constables came to Codicote, search'd some Waggons
at the George Inn.” Constables were unpaid men elected by their parish each year to try
to keep law and order in the days before a paid police force.
Fields of grass reached the point where they could be cut for hay at different times
across England, and so some itinerant labourers travelled in stages from south to north,
cutting it in different areas as it ripened. This may be behind the entry for June 1 that
year when “a woman travelling in a Waggon with some Bedfordshire Hay county men
was taken ill with histeric fits.”
Codicote, like many parishes, had a tiny, single-celled prison, known as “the lock-up” or
“cage”, where those who committed minor offences could be held for a short period,
either until they could be taken to a court or until they had had time to contemplate the
error of their ways. Ours was in the gap between the Bell Inn and Pond House, and was
built of brick. Bigg records many of its occupants, including one in June 22 1834 when
“Mr. H .Davis had a man placed in the cage for furiously driving a Mare & Cart with a
load of tares [vetches grown as animal fodder] on the high road and thereby occasioned
much alarm to himself [Mr. Davies], his wife, mother & a little boy who were riding up
the road at the time in a 4 wheel chaise. He (the driver) was taken to Hitchin the next
day but no business being done [at the magistrates’ Court] he was brought back, taken
the next day & the magistrates Awarded him 3 weeks imprisonment.” Bad driving is
nothing new!
Nicholas Maddex
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Friends of Danesbury and
The Queen Victoria Memorial Hospital
For obvious reasons, our shop in Welwyn, which is usually our main source of income,
remains shut. However, this has not stopped Georgia Shaw and her husband from
creating a wonderful rainbow-based display (pictured below) to add a bit of colour to
the High Street and brighten up the lives of passers-by.

We are, of course, monitoring the situation very closely, especially the Government
requirements for re-opening, as and when this is allowed.
The QVM Hospital has been affected by the pandemic, in that some patients have been
sent to the hospital from the Lister to recover. Both QVM and Danesbury have been in
strict lockdown and this has, understandably, had an effect on the morale of the staff.
To give them some cheer the charity has been making twice-weekly deliveries to the
two hospitals, one of cakes and one of fresh fruit. The feedback has been that this has
been greatly appreciated.
We are only able to make a positive contribution to the staff and patients because of
donations that we receive from the public and, with the shop closed, we have
revamped the DONATIONS functionality on our website and are now using a facility that
will, hopefully, make it easier for people to donate. Do visit this page at: https://
www.danesburyqvm.co.uk/donations/; we will be very grateful for your donations.
We are delighted to welcome Greg Ainscough as a new Trustee of the Charity. Greg is a
retired solicitor and brings to the charity considerable legal expertise which is one thing
we had identified was missing when we recently drew up our Skills Register.

