
Prayers and Readings for Private Use 

Sunday 5 April 2020 - Palm Sunday 

By using this sheet at home, you are joining other local Christians in the worship of God and sharing in 

our common prayer at a time of national need.  You may like to light a candle or hold a cross of some 

kind as you pray. 

Hosanna to the Son of David! 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 

Lord! 
 

Approaching God 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known,  

and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

On Palm Sunday, the crowds worshipped Jesus; 

on Good Friday they shouted for him to die.  

Let us who also worship him, confess that we 

sometimes reject him, and ask his forgiveness: 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, you come to us in peace, but 

we shut the door of our mind against you. In 

your mercy: 

Forgive us and help us. 
 

You come to us in humility, but we prefer our 

own proud ways. In your mercy: 

Forgive us and help us.  
 

You come to us in judgement, but we cling to 

our familiar sins. In your mercy: 

Forgive us and help us. 
 

You come to us in majesty, but we will not have 

you reign over us. In your mercy: 

Forgive us and help us. 
 

Lord, forgive our empty praise, fill our loveless 

hearts, come to us, and make our lives your 

home for ever. Amen. 

 

May almighty God, 

who sent his Son into the world to save sinners,  

bring us his pardon and peace,  

now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

True and humble king, 

hailed by the crowd as Messiah: 

grant us the faith to know you and love you, 

that we may be found beside you 

on the way of the cross, 

which is the path of glory.  Amen. 
 

Listening for God: Matthew 21vv7-11  

Jesus is honoured as he enters Jerusalem  

The disciples brought the donkey and the colt, 

and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on 

them.  A very large crowd spread their cloaks on 

the road, and others cut branches from the 

trees and spread them on the road.  The crowds 

that went ahead of him and that followed were 

shouting, 

‘Hosanna to the Son of David!       

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of 

the Lord! 

Hosanna in the highest heaven!’ 

When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was 

in turmoil, asking, ‘Who is this?’  The crowds 

were saying, ‘This is the prophet Jesus from 

Nazareth in Galilee.’ 
 

Thought for the Day 

“Front-line” workers in the fight against COVID-

19 are being honoured with applause on 

Thursday evenings.  We are more used to 

applauding sports stars, actors, and musicians 

than medics, carers, and shop workers.  But it is 

right to do so for now.  They are braving threats 

to keep us all alive.   



In the Bible passage above for Palm Sunday, we 

read how Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a 

donkey.  He is applauded as a prophet, perhaps 

even a king.  But heroes can be reduced to 

zeroes if they fail to deliver.  Within a few days 

another crowd is baying for Jesus’ blood.  He 

will be crucified.  Led into the city in peace, he is 

led out of it by violence.  Entering the city with 

blessing, he leaves it as one under a curse.  He 

comes offering hope, he departs to a place of 

despair.  He alone will see this through, his 

popularity having melted away.  He alone bears 

the loss; only he makes the sacrifice.   

 

As we applaud those who are on the front-line, 

let us acknowledge their sacrifice and let us 

stand with those who will face personal and 

financial loss through this pandemic.  Let us see 

this through together, knowing that Jesus once 

walked this way.  Even though he felt 

abandoned on the cross, God was there in him 

and for him, ultimately bringing victory out of 

defeat, and life out of death. 
 

Response (from Philippians 2vv6-11) 

Though he was divine, 

he did not cling to equality with God, 

but made himself nothing. 

Taking the form of a slave, 

he was born in human likeness. 

He humbled himself, 

and was obedient to death – 

even the death of the cross. 

Therefore God has raised him on high, 

and given him the name above every name: 

that at the name of Jesus 

every knee should bow, 

and every voice proclaim 

that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
 

Prayers 

For courage to walk the way of the cross even in 

times of struggle and difficulty: 

To you, Lord, we pray. 

For those who are in the front-line in 

combatting the Coronavirus:  

To you, Lord, we pray. 
 

For those in the darkness and agony of isolation 

or bereavement: 

To you, Lord, we pray. 
 

For our Prime Minister and all who are seeking 

to lead the world through the current pandemic 

To you, Lord, we pray. 
 

For the poorest and weakest, the homeless and 

the refugee: 

To you, Lord, we pray. 
 

For the Church of God to act with compassion 

and wisdom, to live by faith not fear, until the 

day of Christ: 

To you, Lord, we pray. 
 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

My song is love unknown, 

my Saviour's love to me, 

love to the loveless shown 

that they might lovely be. 

O who am I  

that for my sake 

my Lord should take 

frail flesh and die? 
 

Jesus said: ‘The Son of Man came not to be 

served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom 

for many.’                          Mark 10 v45 


